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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

The routes of the center of the Iranian
plateau to Hormoz, Oman, Sistan, and
India passed through Kerman along the
Lut desert during the Islamic era.
Narmashir plain is located on these routes.
The settlements were developed in this
plain due to this special location.
Furthermore, there are monuments and
archaeological evidence in Narmashir
from prehistoric to the Islamic period
.Therefore, this plain has played an
important role in the social and political
developments during the Islamic era in
southeast Iran, like other urban centers of
Kerman.

The old city of Narmashir (Choghook
Abad site) was one of the five cities of
Kerman during the Sassanid and Islamic
periods. This old city has 190 hectares, and
it was called “Narm-Ardeshir” or “new-
Hormoz-Ardeshir” in the Sasanid period.
Narmashir was a warehouse for Bam and
Oman goods, the center of agriculture and
various fruits, the storehouse of Kerman
Date, the settlement of wealthy merchant
and the midway residence for Sistan
pilgrims. But, this cultural landscape is
unknown in the archaeological research of
Iran. For this reason, introducing the
archaeological sites of Narmashir,
studying the developments of Islamic
settlements in this cultural basin, and
analyzing  their interactions  with
neighboring cultural basins has an
important role in understanding the
cultures of the Islamic period in southeast
Iran. Therefore, it is necessary to conduct
extensive and methodical research in this
cultural basin. The main question is that
what are the characteristics of
archaeological remains at Narmashir
during the Islamic period? And, how is

their distribution? The purpose of this
article is to introduce, study the
monuments, and explain the distribution
map of Islamic sites of Narmashir.

2. Materials and Methods

The archaeological remains of the Islamic
period in Narmashir were studied in this
article and a map of historical sites in
Narmashir was drawn. Data were
collected via fieldwork and documentary
method. For this, the historical and
geographical sources about the cities of
Narmashir were studied at the beginning.
Then a full coverage survey was
conducted, and the remains of the Islamic
sites and monuments in the Narmashir
plain in an area of 32,000 hectares were
recorded and documented. Finally, a map
of the distribution of these sites and
monuments was prepared, and the factors
affecting the formation and development
of this cultural landscape were explained.

3. Results

Two urban or rural settlements, the old
city of Narmashir (Choghok Abad) and Jalal
Abad site, as the settlements from early to
the late Islamic centuries were identified
and studied in the archaeological survey of
the cultural landscape of Narmashir plain.
Rafi Abad Castle was also identified as a
settlement that was used intermittently
from the fifth century AH to the Qajar
period. Qal'eh Shahid has been the
landlord’s house since the late Zand and
early Qajar eras. Pirmasha site and Jamali
castle are other monuments of the early
and middle Islamic period in Narmashir
plain. Chehel Tokhm is probably one of the
surviving caravanserais in Narmashir
plain. Tepe Karton in the western parts of
Narmashir cultural landscape is a hill from
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the Islamic Middle centuries.
Furthermore, many towers were identified
in this cultural landscape that follow the
same pattern and style in construction and
decoration. Probably all of these towers
were built at the same time. The towers of
Zia Abad, Enayat Abad, and Hojjat Abad are
among the surviving towers in this plain.

4. Discussion and Conclusion
It seems that two sites of the old city of
Narmashir and Jalal Abad were developed
between the first to middle Islamic
centuries as central settlements in
Narmashir plain, based on the study of the
distribution map of the monuments and
archaeological sites in Narmashir plain.
The centrality of the old city of Narmashir
and Jalal Abad site is also confirmed based
on the comparison, study, and chronology
of cultural materials of this two sites.
Furthermore, Rafi Abad and Qal'eh Shahid
were established as landlord residential
centers or periphery settlements. It seems
that Rafi Abad in the Middle Islamic
centuries was associated with the old city
of Narmashir and the Jalal Abad site. Qal’eh
Shahid was also established to exploit
agricultural lands and garden products in
the alluvial plain of Narmashir. Pirmasha
site and Jalali castle were considered as
military and defense centers. These two
buildings played a role in securing the
central settlements of the Narmashir plain.
The Chehel Tokhm Caravanserai was built
to serve the caravans on the routes from
the center of the Iranian plateau to
Kerman, Bam, Sistan, and the coasts of
Oman and India. Tepe Karton was
probably considered an industrial site,
based on the molded pottery pieces and
molds. Furthermore, Zia Abad, Enayat
Abad, and Hojjat Abad towers were built to
control and maintain security in this plain.

The study of the cultural-historical
landscape of Narmashir showed that most
of these monuments and sites were
developed in a linear pattern with an east-
west orientation. The formation of this
pattern and the east-west axis is probably
due to the main road connecting Kerman
to Sistan as well as the geographical and
climatic features of the Narmashir plain.
On the other hand, the construction style
and the type of materials in the royal
residence of the old city of Narmashir,
Shams Castle, Jalal Abad and its Qal'eh
Dokhtar show some similarities. Bricks
with dimensions of 10 x 38 x 38 cm were
used in the main structures in all four
buildings. The style and features of beams
and flash-like watchtowers are the same in
four buildings. The construction method
of niches is similar in the buildings of the
old city of Narmashir and Jamali Castle. In
addition, the choice of location of the
buildings indicates similar decisions.
Because the Pirmasha site, Jalal Abad, and
Jamali castle were built on top of natural
sedimentary hills. Impermeable walls were
created around these hills due to alluvium.
This feature has ensured the security of
these settlements.
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